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The

Content
of the

Form

Narrative
Discourse and
Historical
Representation

HAYDEN WHITE




My Thesis

From Zoosemiotics to animal sciences in the 1960s



Questions Raised

“(...) to think about not just the intellectual contexts and debates in

which his actors were swimming (and against the current) but also give more time
and attention to excavating the political and economic contexts, which no-doubt
played their part in the successes and challenges the actors met.

‘(...) understanding the history of biosemiotics, or using this history to argue something
broader on the history
of science’

‘(...) can the thematic shifts of each chronological chapter be amplified such that they can fulfil
both the logic of chronological narration and indicate their own complementarity on a
conceptual level’

To make this a simpler question: are there currently themes on the horizon that, like the ‘little
hands’, may deserve elevation to their own chapter if sufficient material is found? (...) | wonder
if there is not an argument to be made for leaning even further into the linguistic turn and
paying closer attention to the poetics of biosemiotics, or the poetics of animal sciences more
broadly — not just the role and nature of scientific discourse, but the particular aesthetics and

creative aspirations encoded in the speakers’ self-imagination and expression.




* Political Context (Cold war, Decolonisation,
Academic Context)

* Moral status of animals, History of emotion,

Alte rnative sensitivity/sensibility.
* Poetics of life
chapters

* Centering animal in research (zoo)

* Access to animals, access to awe.
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Political, Academic and Economical Context

Sebeok’s Razor



J e
' l"_ b ‘ '

- P
‘ﬂﬂ.b"nw‘

Oll’h‘.ll’ncw-oww
Otl’a.itu'.o LR 1

“‘l...‘.o‘ SR TLE
‘l.o.o.o.o.o‘.. s
LIL L T T I W h e

o OB ¥ 2 .a

Kldra Dan von

QNeumqnn

B e 2
““‘..‘.
“4“.,.

"""‘.""

et L E T
l.“l‘lol‘
ekt P R

A n ‘

IF R A LR R )

LEMIER Y
r i
4

e
» U







scidnce MINI
_____ UNIVERSITY japs
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The Method

% You Know My Method: A Juxtaposition of Charles S. Peirce and Sherlock Holmes. Thomas A.
Sebeok and Jean Umiker-Sebeok 1981

~ Empiricism and Literary criticism
- Part of Skeptic Association
% Principle of the Ockham Razor and the symbol of gendered academic practice.
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| THEFRACTAL GEOMETRY OF NaTyRE
e : Benoit B Mandelpyot




rnational Busins

Telephone: WG 33807 712

Vachine

May '1, 1951

Dear Dr. Sebeok, N
losed find the requested resprint?
nt interests? As you know,

the two shortly forthcomink

h Society ( the Structure of

Enc

May I inquire about your curre =ine have
m lingunistiecs, except for
¢ the Mat

the other in Information & Coen

gobe quite far away fro
one in the Jakobson Symposium o
pects )

papers, il

language and its mathematical as
some — )

with full detail —— rather grus

( my criticism of Simon,

Yours very sincerely

/
S

Kﬁ?ﬁ’i’i" ALANDELBROT

S

TAS/1ib

May 16, 1961

Dr. Benoit )-hndolbrot
P.0. Box 218 -- IBM Research Center
Yorktown Heights, New York

Dear Dr. Mandelbrot:

Many thanks for your reprint and covering letter. I would
be sorry indeed if your interests were to shift away from
linguistics and hope the "deviation" is but temporary.

My recent interedts have centered on the use of computers in
linguistic analysis, and the first of a multivolume work resulting
from this research will appear in August. This first ¥olume, which
is entirely in the realm of lexicography, is fairly primitive, but
I needed to display the data in order to extend the work into prob-
lems of syntax and metrics. (I had, incidentally, a very fruitful
discussion about my project with Abraham Moles -- of all places, in
VWarsaw, where we spent ten days together last August.)

1 have also developed an interest here at the Center concerning
the evolution of signalling behavior and have done a lot of reading
recently of pertinent materials in zoology. 1 have completed a draft
of a paper which I send you here enclosed. This is not the final
version and I would much welcome your critical comments; you will note

that I quote you on pp. 19-20.
With best personal wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Thomas A. Sebeok

P.S. Morris also enjoyed your review of Herdan, but wonders about
sts whose interests include graphology.

that small group of lingui
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. | pdddinss 1elex and telephone no -

L_,f..:'_":_ll-,l\. Inseicute of Biologieal hamdar my
S Tiopnae a
.'-,_-II."U-" Coperhagen K, Dermarl

I 4533711 165 Fax: (45) A° 50"

fl'.i;ll.ﬂ jna I'|||IC1!" ﬂ?‘"!?r"‘ e (43) 2014 538
February 21, 1942

Slangerips Dermark

..' -.'I"

Mationmlity :
Nanish

Education fdegress, dsres. uvArversitisg)

and- Scient. : :
- ent. in biochemistry at Copenhagen Univorsity, Jamary 1967

-
Carsmer/ Emplayment femplepers, positions and datas)

1967 - 68: NATO Science Fellowship at Institut de Biochimie Générale ¢t Comparée, Colltge de France.

Paris

:325‘. Associate Professor a1 Institue of Blological Chemistry B, Unlversity of Copenhagen

977 - B3: Membership of the Academic Council, University of Copenhagen

1978 - 80: Director of the Instilute of Biological Chemistry B

1983 . 85- Associate leacher ot Mordic Institute for Studies in Urban and Regional Planning. Stockholm

19912 Organizer of the intemational workshop " Biosemiotics and Biotechnology”, Tisvildeleje.
Denmark. October 30 to November 2, (Funded by the Danish Govemmental Biotechnology R
& D, Program).

Specialization fspecifet

d DBochemiscry of Bucleic Acide
JMolisn in Salmonella cyphimueriom

(i) main finl
Biochemical and generic regulation of purine muc lect ide moks

(ii) other fields Theery of science. Sclonce and Teehnology. The nature—culture relation in irs histerical

dove ]l opminc

[iii) curremt research interesta
Samiotics of nature. Bicanthropology

Hanours, Awards, Fallowships, pambarship of Profassional Secieties

The 1991 Mouton d'0r award Lor the arcicle "Fran language to
SRIOTICA B4 (1/2), 142 (with Claus Fmmoche)

racura: The semiocric metaphor in biology,'

Member of the Scandinavian Associarion for Semiotic Studies

Publicatiana fiist selecied publications on page 2]

. Number of papers in refersed journals : 1
- Mumber of communicationa 1o sclantific meetings:

- Books: 3




Linivarsl . lonper .||nllun'yu'l
niversiey Institnte of Biological Chemistry I
HA Solvpnde, DIK 107 ¢ n|wn|’m,n'|| 1, Denimnek
1l IS A L1545 Telefin (45) A8 15O

May <, 1992

Dear Jean and Tom

Enclosed is o capy of the aplication in the exact form it was mailed to NATO.,

Atao. ns 1 told Jean in an c-mail, T enclosea protp pieture from the Tisvil
meeting and a picture of mysell for “The Semiotic Web 1991, Four of the
people from the proposed Center (SANS) are present in the group picture:
Claus Emmeche has no. 12, Frederik Stjernfelt no. 9 and Peder Voetmann
Christinnsen has position ne, 6, Mogens Kilstrup, who is a biochemist and
research fellow at this institute, and who has some idens about making
experimental biosemiotics on archeobacteria is no, 2. He has struggled hard to
get the chains of biochemical processes (o it into the sign concepls | guess he
will send ‘Tom a paper he has worked on for a very long time.

¢ session on saturday June 20,

I hope | can be present in Glotterbad for th

With best wishes,

Sincerely

NATO
and Science




v 10-SEP-1992 A6:14:44,17
" From:  PO1::"HOFFMEYERebkb . ku.dk"

;:/ umikerase®ucs, Indlana.edu

Subj:  MFSP 1

Hi Jean. I am sorry for being 20 alow In my reapons

to the application queation., The thing Is that I an
trying desperately to finliah the manuscript for a book,
whiech I promiaed my publisher to deliver in july.

Now, the book has to be In the bookstore well before

christmaa and I atill havenUt finished the laat two

chapters. The publisher Is prepared to hasaten the
manuscript through all ateps, but time really is

running out., The subtitle will be TOn the natural
history of significationl (the main title Is untransla-

table), and unfortunately the book is in danish, It is

adressed to the informed lay audience and attempts
connecting the birth of the universe to the birth of

ethics. The key of course I3 biological asemioais.
Press RETURN for more...

HAIL>
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March 15, 1978

Professor Noam Chomsky
Department_of Linguistics and Philoscphy

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Canmbridge, Mass. 02133

Dear Noam:
I would like to proceed with your talk--to be explicitly so labeled--
as follows: give it, including your insert, some light, mostly
, technical editing, have the whole thing retyped according to Semiotica
* style, and send this version back to you either for your approval-as-is
or emendations. Then return this ms. to me for transmittal to the printer.

You will, of course, alsc get proofs.

It occurred to me, as I was reading your letter--with not e little aimasement,
I aw bound tc roport--that it might be instructive (if perhaps a trifle
malicious) to publish an anthology of scientific articles that argue contra
the Gardners, etc. Off the top of my head, I can think of a piece by
Bronowski and Bellugi, another by Roger Brown, several excellent ones by
Lenneberg (especially his "Of Language Knowledge, Apes, and Brains'), the
recent piece by Limber from the American Psycholosist. Perhaps you would
And I would like to place the

contribute 2 new, more detailed article.
story in the widest setting of the Clever Hans Fallacy and the Pathetic
There might be other contributors I nave overlooked.

Fallacy working together.



MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS AND Pt HLOSOPHY

CAMBRIDGE, MASACHUSETTS 021399
Oct. 18 1977

Dear Tom,

primates are paSt Don't know if I have written ever to tell you

how much I have been enjoyigg the fine papers you have

their prime
been sending on semiotics and related matters. As you

guessed, I did particularly enjoy the footnote on the
I thought I had invénted the observatior

elephants an chimp mania.
P d seal that it is a case of the pathetic fallacy, but see

that you have priority -- maybe I remembered it from
your earlier paper. However, I guess it will last
longer than dolphims. Psychologists don't like to

get wet.

CheMsk Y




1er avec précision
Jue ne peut le

SCIENTIST

i —— e

A NOVEL AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY THE AUTHOR OF
THE CENTER OF THE CYCLONE

JOHN C.LILLY, M.D.

. : ; = y . er
NE TOILE d’araignée normale a une architecture familiére rend I’Araignée trop impatiente pour entouft
5 fficac

i d eite  surfaces
¢ cfficace, ¢ présent éanmoins « nombreux défauts le centre, aussi ne tisse-t-elle que sur une petite e

LE CHLORALOS] le « M :

3 SE, le « Mick a0é-
gaée, alors quelle n'a m\c\ll‘. ( LA CAFEINE A SUR L’ARAIGNEE le méme Cf; :
sur un étre humain et lui fait tisser un réscau d€sO
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